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Opposed to Training 


Each year that compulsory military 
training in peacetime has been intro- 
duced in the Congress, it has aroused a 
wave of opposition, chiefly from church, 
labor, farm, and eduational sources. 

The resolutions and statements of over 
200 organizations opposed to Universal 
Military Training have been reproduced 
in a book released by the Friends Com- 
mittee for National Legislation, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Most of the resolutions 
come from church bodies but include 
labor, farm, educational, and veteran 
groups and are based on religious and 
political freedom, educational and also 
military objectives. 

In order to give readers of THE RE- 
PORTER a view of the wide range of oppo- 
sition to Universal Military Training, 
excerpts from the resolutions of a num- 
ber of organizations are reprinted in this 
issue. 


* + 4 4 
Religious Organizations 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF 

CHRIST IN AMERICA 
November, 1945 

“In the present world situation the 
quest for security by unilateral action 
must give way to common efforts toward 
security and justice for all people. Mili- 
tary policies in all nations must be eval- 
uated in terms of this fundamental prin- 
ciple. We oppose unilateral action by 
any nation to maintain a vast naval and 
military establishment including the 
provision for universal military train- 
ing. For any nation to take unilateral 
action in this direction indicates a lack 
of trust in international cooperation and 
invites other nations to turn to similar 
individual and —_ action as a 
means of defense. . 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
St. Louis, Missou 


ri—May, 1947 

“Conscription is unilateral action, and 
thus threatens the United Nations Or- 
ganization and all efforts toward world 
cooperation. 

“Conscription arouses the darkest sus- 
picions of all nations provoking them 
into competitive armaments and hostile 
camps. . . 

“Conscription follows the disastrous 
pattern of European militarism. 

“Conscription would regiment our 
youth and expose them to the dangers 
of barracks life at a most crucial and 
impressionable period of their lives. 

“Conscription would establish an un- 
democratic system aimed at unquestion- 
ing obedience to military authority, and 
constitute a totalitarian threat to reli- 
gion, education, labor, and business. . . .” 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
November 13, 1946 
“The Church of the Brethren, from its 
inception in 1708, has been dedicated to 
& ways of peace and brotherhood. It 
atedly has given overt testimony to 
this stand. “Believing that no amount of 


armament can protect a people from the 
ravages of war, the church views with 
dismay the preparation for future war. 
Believing further, that disarmament will 
allay the fears of all people concerning 
the danger of unwarranted attack, that 
it will release human energies for the 
task of rebuilding the world and reha- 
bilitating its people, the church appeals 
to ali the states of the world to take 
immediate steps toward world-wide ac- 
cord for universal disarmament and for 
the settling of all disputes between na- 
tions without recourse to arms. Dis- 
armament measures should include 
drastic reduction of Army and Navy 
equipment and personnel, universal abo- 
lition of conscription, an end to the 
manufacture of all weapons of mass de- 
struction, and cessation of government- 
stimulated research for war purposes. 
The church feels a special sense of sig- 
nificance in making this appeal now, in 
light of the recent advocacy and endorse- 
ment of the disarmament principle by 
the United States and Russia. The 
church feels that agreement should be 
reached soon while plans for peace are 
still flexible and the memories of suffer- 
ing caused by war are still sharp and 
stinging in the human mind and con- 
science.” 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
Columbus, Ohio—Angust 6-7, 1946 

“... peacetime conscription for military 
training or service is a violation of the 
American tradition of voluntary mili- 
tary service and is, in our opinion, a 
threat to peaceful international rela- 
tions; 

“... the adoption of peacetime conscrip- 
tion for military training or service 
would, in our view, jeopardize our full 
commitment to the United Nations by 
setting a pattern which other nations 
feel bound to follow as a matter of self- 
protection ; 

“,.. the future welfare of our nation is 
dependent upon youth possessing spirit- 
ual foundations which are Christian and 
which stem largely from home, school, 
and church environment and for which 
military service has no adequate counter- 
part.” 


COUNCIL OF BISHOPS OF THE 
METH 


ODIST CHURCH 
Buck Hills Falls, Pa.—December 5, 1945 


“With a solemn sense of responsibility 
to our nation and to our church, the 
Bishops of the Methodist Church desire 
formally to express their conviction that 
the passage of a law requiring universal 
peacetime military conscription or com- 
pulsory training is unwise... . 

* ... We call upon the Congress of 
the United States to give to the world 
a decisive demonstration of faith in the 
possibility of achieving a world unity 
resting upon will and mutual re- 
spect rather than upon force and mili- 
tary power. The practice of the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion still re- 
mains our ultimate and most practical 
security. 


“We reaffirm with deepening convic- 
tion the words adopted by our general 
conference of 1944: ‘. . . the time is at 
hand when the church must rise in its 
might and demand an international or- 
ganization which will make another war 
impossible!’ ” 


METHODIST FEDERATION FOR 
SOCIAL ACTION 


January 1, 1947 
“We oppose any kind of peacetime 
compulsory training under the direction 
of the armed forces of the United 
States. . 


METHODIST COMMISSION ON 
WORLD PEACE 


November 14, 1946 

“The United Nations must have the 
prayers and support of Christian citi- 
zens. In spite of limitations it offers an 
unprecedented, and, at present, the only, 
channel for international co-operation. 
Its improvement can come about only 
through the effective use of its present 
far-reaching resources for international 
order and security. We look toward the 
development of a true form of world 
government out of the machinery already 
established and functioning in the 
United Nations. 

“We ask for the cessation of the 
manufacture of atomic bombs by the 
United States; for the adoption of a 
plan of international control of atomic 
energy under the United Nations; for 
the destruction of existing bombs or 
their placement under the control of the 
United Nations. 

“We rejoice in the statements calling 
for universal disarmament recently made 
in the General Assembly of the United 
Nations by representatives of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United States, and we urge upon Christ- 
ian citizens the support of all concrete 
measures looking in this direction. 

“In harmony with the previous action 
adopted by the Council of Bishops of The 
Methodist Church, we support the uni- 
versal abolition of conscription through 
the United Nations, and oppose the 
establishment of any form of peacetime 
compulsory military training in the 
United States.” 


PASTORS’ SECTION NATIONAL MEETING OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
February 12, 1947 
“The Pastors’ Section recommends 
that the trustees of the International 
Council of Religious Education go on 
record as opposing the adoption by the 
United States of compulsory peacetime 
military training. e believe it is a 
violation of the rights of conscience and 
a system dangerous to the moral and 
spiritual emphasis of Christian educa- 
tion. To e unilateral action in the 
direction of compulsory military train- 
ing indicates lack of faith in the United 
Nations. We believe that the adoption 
of compulsory military training would 
hinder rather than help the efforts with- 
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in the United Nations toward reduction 
sly regulation of military establish- 
ments.’ 





NORTHERN DAPTist CONNVENTION 
Atlantic City, N. J.—May 23, 1947 
- Compulsory military conscription 
in time of peace is contrary both to the 
American ideal of religious and civil 
liberties. 
history has demonstrated that 
compulsory military establishments in 
time of peace have not forestalled war. 
“. .. compulsory military conscription 
would be destructive of the morals of 
our American youth... .” 





GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE MEN- 
NONITF CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA 
North Newton, Kansas—1946 

“We want to express to you our deep 
Christian concern over the present agita- 
tion for peacetime military conscription 
in our country and military training in 
our public schools. 

“Our forefathers knew what it was to 
live in countries cursed by military con- 
scription. That is why they came to 
America seeking to be free from com- 
pulsory military service and the restric- 
tions of religious and personal freedom 
by the power of the state. 

“You will, therefore, understand why 
we are so concerned lest the scourge of 
State totalitarianism and militarism 
which now threaten to curse the entire 
world may engulf own own land and its 
institutions.” 





NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STUDENT 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
Urbana, Ill.—January 3, 1947 
“We advocate general progressive 
world disarmament by international 
agreement as one of the primary steps in 
attaining world government, and urge 
the United States, in cooperation with 
the other members of the United Nations, 
to begin immediately to reduce its mili- 
tary force with complete disarmament in 
view. To this end we oppose peacetime 
compulsory military training.” 





UNITED CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin—June 24, 1946 

“We reaffirm our opposition to any 
program of compulsory military training 
in peacetime. We are conscious of the 
dangers to democracy involved in the 
increasing militarization the war has 
brought to American society, and gov- 
ernment, and feel that a military train- 
ing program would increase these 
dangers to an alarming extent.” 





NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE OF THE 
AUGUSTAN SYNOD OF THE 


L G 
Los Angeles, California Fcbreary 17, 1947 
“Resolutions in support of the United 
Nations, in opposition to peacetime con- 
scription, and approving wd ideal of 
racial equality were adopted. . 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
January, 1947 

“In line with the recent action of the 
National Conference of the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship, we reiterate our com- 
plete opposition to the establishment of 
peacetime compulsory training, whether 
civilian or military. President Truman’s 
appointment of a civilian committee to 
study the type of training to be estab- 
lished is only the latest step in a per- 
sistent effort by certain groups to secure 
congressional approval for the principle 
of conscription in peacetime. The sug- 
gestion that the training be civilian in 
nature does not remove the inherent 
danger, which is the power of the state 
over the life of the individual. This pro- 
cedure calls to mind the Nazi compulsory 
labor camps in which German youth 
were indoctrinated with the principles of 
fascism. 

“Furthermore, the adoption cf com- 
pulsory training would be entirely out 
of harmony with our national gestures in 
the United Nations Organization for 
world disarmament. Nothing could be 
more indicative of a spirit of aggressive- 
ness in the United States... .” 





UNITED COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN 

Grand Rapids, Michigan—November 14, 1946 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the Assem- 
bly reaffirm its opposition to peacetime 
compulsory military training; establish 
our opposition to the proposal by Mr. 
Patterson, Secretary of War, asking for 
a full year of compulsory military train- 
ing in camp and a second six months 
period with choice between compulsory 
R.0O.T.C. in college, the training in Na- 
tional Guard Units or the Enlisted 
Reserves.” 





NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

. has recommended that the United 
Nations Organization make early provi- 
sion for abolition of compulsory military 
training and service in any nation, add- 
ing an expression of hope that it would 
not be enacted by this nation.” New York 
Times, November 13, 1945. 





OHIO COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN 
Columbus, Ohio—January 29, 1947 

“. .. That we register our opposition 
to peacetime military training as advo- 
cated by the War Department in its pro- 
posals of October, 1946, asking for a full 
— we, compulsory military  train- 
ing. 





MORMONS 

January, 1946 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints (Mormons) went on record 
in January, 1946, opposing vigorously a 
program of compulsory military train- 
ing. In a 17-point statement the presi- 
dency of the church held that sueh a 
program is hostile to most of the fine 
and nobler things of church and home 
life and carries with it “the greatest 

dangers to our republic.” 





CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
1946 


“Reduce and regulate armaments by 
international agreement and work for 
the international abolition of conscrip- 
tion as inimical to the cause of Christian 
Democracy.” 


UNITED srames > veces CHURCH 


“We are opposed to the principle of 
peacetime military conscription, as a 
policy of our government.” 





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE U. 8S. A. 
May, 1946 


. .. That the General Assembly (a) 
affirm its opposition to the adoption of 
peacetime conscription for military 
training or service; (b) recommend the 
support of any measure such as the 
Martin Resolution which calls for uni- 
versal abolition of peacetime conscrip- 
tion... .” 





RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
November, 1944 - 

“As members of the Religious Society 
of Friends assembled in conference at 
Richmond, Indiana, November 1-4, 1944, 
we record. our opposition to the adoption 
of universal military conscription in the 
United States now or any other time. 
Universal military conscription violates 
both the rights of conscience and re- 
ligious liberty. It is a threat against 
these cherished American ideals. .. . 

“We believe conscription to be an un- 
wise public policy. Many of our staunch- 
est citizens came to this country seeking 
liberty and freedom from military con- 
scription. It has been the cherished 
tradition in America for one hundred 
and fifty years that military conscrip- 
tion should not be imposed upon the 
people in peacetime. We stand for the 
equality of free men—not the equality 
of subservience to a military system. . .” 


CENTRAL DISTRICT AMERICAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


Herington, Kansas—April 14, 1947 

“Be it resolved, that the Central Dis- 
trict of the American Lutheran Church 
go on record as unalterably opposed to 
the measures now pending in the House 
and Senate, which provide for the estab- 
lishment of a system of peacetime com- 
aren military training in the United 

tates.... 





NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Albany, New York—January 22, 1947 

. the system of peacetime universal 

military training is economically un- 

sound, an unnecessary tax burden, an 

obsolete method of national defense, and 
an acceptance of power techniques; 

. . . it tends toward social harm by 
exalting the military point of view, by 
restricting freedom of conscience and 
initiative, by removing immature youth 
from the shelter of the home, church, 
and school, and often exposing them to 
undue temptation; 

- it is spiritually destructive 
through its exaltation of the “e of gov- 
ernment over the will of God. . 





NEBRASKA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
January 27, 1947 

“We express satisfaction in the fact 
that our country has so far refused to 
accept compulsory peacetime educational 
or military training. Because we believe 
that such a system leads to fascism, we 
call upon our churches to continue to 
encourage the Christian conscience of the 
American people in their hesitancy to 
adopt such a program. We believe that 
our government should take the lead in 
an effort to abolish compulsory military 
training in all nations.” 
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INDIANA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND 
INDIANA STATE PASTORS’ CONFERENCE 
January 27-29, 1947 

“We believe permanent peacetime mili- 
tary training to be an unwise public 
policy. Many of our staunchest citizens 
came to this country seeking liberty and 
freedom from the permanent militariza- 
tion of society in Europe. It has been 
the cherished tradition in America for 
one hundred and fifty years that such 
militarism should not be imposed upon 
our people in peacetime. Military con- 
scription is no guarantee of and 
freedom from attack, as evidenced by 
the experience of Russia, Poland, Hol- 
land, Belgium, and France. Security 
can come only through good will and 
confidence leading toward an organized 
and cooperative world.” 





LOS ANGELES CHURCH FEDERATION 
May 15, 1947 

“, . . Fundamentally, because of its 
(compulsory military training) teaching 
of reliance upon the way of military 
strength instead of justice, love, and 
goodwill, it is in direct opposition to the 
Christian faith and way of life as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. 

“It bends to degrade and mechanize 
personality instead. of giving the em- 
phasis to the sacredness of personality 
which is basic to our Christian prin- 
ciples and teaching. .. . 

“It is intended as another weapon in 
the arsenal of Power Politics. We have 
tried the way of power politics in the 
past, and it has-failed. Now is the time 
to try the Christian way... .” 


Farm Organizations 


NATIONAL FARMERS’ UNION 
Topeka, Kansas, March 6, 1946 
“We oppose any attempt to establish 
permanent peacetime conscription; and 
we indorse proposals for a world confer- 
ence to seek the abolition of military con- 
scription and training everywhere.” 





THE NATIONAL GRANGE 
1946 Session at Portland, Oregon 

“BE IT RESOLVED: That the Na- 
tional Grange reaffirm the action taken 
at the 1945 Session held in Kansas City, 
that the National Grange oppose com- 
pulsory universal military training dur- 
ing peacetime. .. .” 





FARMERS UNION, ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIV. 
Denver, Colorado, March 1, 1947 

“If we are to prepare for peace we 
must train for peace. 

“Therefore, we stand unalterably op- 
posed to peacetime military conscription. 
We suggest that the funds marked for 
such compulsory military training be 
used, instead, to give our youth educa- 
tion for living and democracy in estab- 
lished educational institutions. .. .” 





OHIO FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 
March 8, 1947 


“We oppose any legislation providing 
for a period of compulsory military train- 
ing in time of peace for every male youth 
of the United States.” 


MICHIGAN FARM = FEDERATION 
19 


“We reaffirm our disapproval of com- 
pulsory military training.” 


MISSOURI FARMERS UNION 

re Bethany, Missouri—Muy 13, 1947 
- - + In these United States we do not 
feel that it is necessary to have peace- 

time training; 

“We feel that seventeen and eighteen 
year old boys need to be where Father 
and Mother can give guidance and coun- 


“We feel that this might be a step in 
the direction of a military form of gov- 
ernment.” 


OKLAHOMA FARMERS UNION 
January 22, 1947 
“We oppose any attempt to establish 
permanent peacetime conscription; and 
we endorse proposals for a world confer- 
ence to seek the abolition of military con- 
scription and training everywhere.” 





Labor Organizations 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
February 5, 1947 
+ + +« any compulsory system of mili- 
tary training and conscription in peace- 
time will ultimately lead to a destruction 
of the principles of voluntarism and con- 
sent upon which our Nation is founded. 
“, .. it will tend to glorify militarism 
and military institutions and leadership. 
“, . . it will so train the mind of the 
youth as to give emphasis to war and 
conflict and resort to force rather than 
to processes of peace and constructive 
endeavors. .. .” 


“ 





CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
November 18-22, 1946 

“. ..In recent months there has been 
a vigorous drive for continuation in the 
peacetime of the military controls and 
the military and warlike trends of 
thought, into the period of peace. This 
drive carries serious dangers for our 
own democracy at home and for the 
maintenance of world peace. 

“The drive toward maintenance of an 
expanded military establishment can 
serve only to provoke international arma- 
ment competition, to pervert the thinking 
of our youth and our people as a whole, 
and to impede international cooperation 
and joint action through the United 
Nations. .. .” 





NATIONAL FARM LABOR UNION, A. F. of L. 
Washington, D. C., January, 1947 

“|. . universal military training has 
been used as a weapon against the trade 
union movement by drafting strikers into 
the armed services; 

“, . . the free trade union movement 
is endangered by the increasing invasion 
of the military mind and philosophy upon 
our democratic institutions, such as our 
schools; 

“ .. the proposed plans for universal 
military training would greatly strength- 
en the National Guards, which have been 
used to break strikes and as tools of the 
vested interests. ... .” 





PENNSYLVANIA C, I. 0. COUNCIL 
April 25, 1947 


“ .. The drive toward maintenance of 
an expanded military establishment can 
serve only to provoke international arma- 
ment competition, to pervert the thinking 
of our youth and our people as a whole 
and to impede international cooperation 
and joint action through the United Na- 
tions. ... 


OFFICE ens * INTERNATIONAL 


UNION 
Philadelphia, Pa., January, 1947 
“. . . building a conscript army during 
peacetime will uce suspicion and 
threat to the rest of the world. .. .” 





BROTHERHOOD OF RAILROAD TRAINMEN 
January 30, 1947 
“The policy of the Brotherhood of 
Railroad Trainmen is, and has been, one 
of vigorous opposition to compulsory 
military training in peacetime.” 





UAW-CIO 
Anderson, Indiana, February 27, 1947 

“The corporate enemies of labor at 
home are likewise the foes of peace 
abroad. We repudiate atom-bomb mili- 
tarism, high tariffs, dollar diplomacy, 
and other Wall Street policies promoted 
for greater profit at the peril of world 
peace. We are opposed to peacetime con- 
scription.” 





INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
MACHINISTS 


1946 

“We submit that an army and navy 
made up of the youth of America trained 
by compulsion in peacetime, without con- 
sideration to their mental attitude to- 
ward military life, or whether or not they 
are emotionally suited or desirous to such 
training, will not be possessed of the 
qualities needed to meet military require- 
ments... .” 

“. .. We contend that the churches, 
homes, schools, and colleges of America 
are the proper sources of good citizen- 
ship development, and we seriously be- 
lieve that compulsory military training 
would have the opposite effect upon many 
who would view peacetime training as a 
sentence that they must serve against 
their will and judgment... .” 





BROTHERHOOD OF os CAR PORTERS 
1 


“The history of universal military 
training in Europe shows that conscrip- 
tion does not prevent war with other 
nations, does not assure victory in case 
of war, is no guarantee against economic 
chaos at home... .” 


UNITED MINE WORKERS 
1946 


“The same military sponsorship that 
endeavored to force manpower draft leg- 
islation upon the American people, backed 
by the same Wall Street and interna- 
tional bankers, and in turn supported by 
the same columnists, radio commentators 
and newspapers, is now all out for com- 
pulsory service. .. .” 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 
(A. F. of L.) 


August, 1945 
“. . . Education and world cooperation 
constitute the most promising basis for 
world peace and international coopera- 
tion.” 





MINNEAPOLIS CENTRAL LABOR UNION 
April 23, 1947 


“ .. any compulsory system of mili- 
tary training and conscription in peace- 
time . . . will so train the mind of the 
youth as to give emphasis to war and 
conflict and resort to force rather than 
to processes of peace and constructive 
endeavors. .. .” 





4 


THE REPORTER 





Educational 


* . 
Organizations 
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
July, 1946 

“The National Education Association 
believes that compulsory peacetime mili- 
tary training is not necessary to our na- 
tional defense under present conditions 
and is not an institution compatible with 
the American type of democracy. It be- 
lieves that the continuation of such train- 
ing over a considerable number of years 
will lead to the same tendency toward 
militarism in the United States that com- 
pulsory conscription had in Germany and 
Japan. Most of the farm, labor, and 
church organizations of the United States 
are also opposed to compulsory military 
training. 

“We look with concern on the pro- 
posal to adopt immediately a system of 
universal compulsory military training 
which is foreign to our country’s past 
practice and which in a number of coun- 
tries has resulted in the creation of 
powerful military political cliques, de- 
pendence on military force, and tremen- 
dous economic waste. 

“Compulsory military training carried 
through several generations might well 
threaten the basic concepts of our demo- 
cracy and create attitudes which might 
more easily involve us in war. 

“We should use the years immediately 
ahead to . .. seek through the United 
Nations Organization the international 
abolition of conscription and the reduc- 
tion of armaments.” 


AMERICAN ASSN. OF TEACHERS COLLEGES 
Atlantic City, March 1, 1947 


“... BE IT RESOLVED: That the 
American Association of Teachers Col- 
leges go on record as being opposed, un- 
der present conditions, to compulsory 
military training, and that it approve 
the study proposed by the American 
Council on Education as a basis for fur- 
ther consideration.” 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF JUNIOR 
COLLEGES 
January 31, 1947 


“. . . To conscript 900,000 young men 
each year, therefore, in addition to the 
standing Army, the Navy, Marine Corps, 
National Guard, R.O.T.C., Enlisted Re- 
serve Corps, etc., is unwarranted as a 
peacetime policy for national defense. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY- 
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, N. E. A. 
February 22, 1946 


“War is first conceived in the minds of 
men—leaders of state and nation. It 
seems reasonable and prudent for the 
leaders of our Nation to be interested 
and determined to use all instrumentali- 
ties for the elimination of war as a way 
to resolve international conflict. ... 

“, . . Our Nation, as a leading and 
guiding power in shaping the welfare of 
all mankind, should be more determined- 
ly devoted to the establishment of a will 
for peace, through the international abo- 
lition of conscription and reduction of 
costly armaments, than the advancement 
of world militarism and conscription of 
youth. Such national policies, as known 
through past experience, must be re- 
garded as undemocratic and in conflict 
with our cherished American tradition 
and way of life... .” 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS 
Atlantic City, New Jersey—March, 1947 


“We believe that adequate prepared- 
ness is necessary for our national secu- 
rity. We urge that the Federal Congress 
in developing a plan to meet the secu- 
rity needs of our nation will, as a sub- 
stitute for Universal Military Training 
use existing civilian institutions in pro- 
moting programs with our youth which 
will result in their improved physical and 
mental health, scientitic knowledge, civic 
responsibility, technical skills, and the 
development of other attributes in them 
that will lend strength and stability to 
our nation.” 


METHODIST CHURCH BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 
February 27, 1947 


. . - The training of young men at 
a most impressionable age under military 
direction is deplored by educators and 
churchmen as a type of indoctrination 
that violates the democratic principles 
which are the security of our nation and 
the basis of a united and free world or- 
ganization.” 


“ 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE UNION 
January 16, 1947 


“The Prusbyterian College Union de- 
clares its faith in the United Nations 
and in c’.er ventures looking toward 
genuine international cooperation, and, 
furthermore, declares its belief that such 
avenues of approach to peace are capable 
of eliminating the threat of war. In 
view of this threat and belief, the Union 
is opposed to universal military train- 
ing. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
January 16, 1947 

“, . . We believe that Universal Mili- 
tary Training in times of peace is: 

a) a denial of good faith in the ef- 
forts of the United Nations work- 
ing in the direction of world dis- 
armament. 

b) a betrayal of the American demo- 
cratic traditions 

c) a step toward the bureaucratic 
control of government 

d) a threat to the moral] standards 
of Christian education 

e) a futile gesture toward security 
in an atomic age... .” 


ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN BAPTIST 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
January 16, 1947 


“, .. We believe to make military train- 
ing universal is a denial of the American 
democratic tradition. We believe it tends 
to put all education under bureaucratic 
government control. We believe that 
military training of youth is dangerous 
to the moral and spiritual emphasis of 
Christian education. . . .” 


NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION 


January 9, 1946 

“,.. We urge, therefore, in the present 
unsettled state of world security, that 
the United States adopt and implement a 
policy which would seek an immediate 
international agreement whereby com- 
pulsory military service shall be wholly 
eliminated from the policies and prac- 
tices of all nations. 

“We urge this action as a matter of 
national conscience in protest against a 
futile and ruinous armament race.” 





AMERICAN EDUCATION FELLOWSHIP 
March 23, 1946 

“... A program of military training 
for the youth of our nation will discredit 
our national integrity and discount the 
value of any contribution our nation may 
make toward the attainment of world 
peace... .” 


KANSAS COUNCIL OF CHURCH-RELATED 
COLLEGES 


January 30, 1947 

“We favor the proposal of Represen- 
tative Martin for international abolition 
of conscription. Compulsory peacetime 
conscription would inevitably militarize 
our thinking and behavior and this would 
result in totalitarianism and the de- 
struction of our democratic concept of 
life.” 


HAVERFORD COLLEGE BOARD OF 
MANAGERS 


January 19, 1945 

“ .. This country needs men of initia- 
tive, independence, and _ self-reliance. 
Military training tends toward depend- 
ence upon others, toward discipline im- 
posed from without, rather than from 
within. It lays stress on force and viol- 
ence rather than on the slower processes 
of education and persuasion by which po- 
litical and economic advance must be 
achieved if democracy is to survive... .- 


JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
RELATIONS, BAPTIST CONVENTIONS 


Miami, Fla.—1946 

“We recommend that the Convention 
go on record (for reasons stated in the 
Commission Report) as opposing uni- 
versal and compulsory military training 
of American youth in peacetime, and 
that the Convention in the interest of 
world peace and human freedom urge 
the President of the United States, the 
Congress, and the United States repre- 
sentatives in the United Nations to sup- 
port with determination the movement 
to abolish peacetime military conscrip- 
tion in all the nations of the world.” 





*,¢ + . 
Political Organization 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF DELAWARE 
June 10, 1947 
“. .. we are firmly convinced, not only 
that such conscription would be of little 
military expediency, in the event of an- 
other war that should occur, but further 
more that its establishment in this coun- 
try would be a hindrance to the building 
of world peace, and an active factor in 
precipitating world conflict.” 








